
Great Endings and New Beginnings 
 

The 2017-18 school year has flown by!  But as we traveled through 
the year day by day, our students and teachers have truly lived our 
theme and made a world of difference!  The faculty and I would 
like to thank you for placing your faith and trust in us to educate 
your child.  We respect the sacrifices families make to send their 
children to Nativity and we will continue to put your child’s Catholic 
education as a priority.  The 2017-18 school year was a very busy 
year and you, as our partners in education, played a great role in 
making it a success! 
 
Although it is a hectic time of year, it is the time when I most realize 
how blessed we all are to be part of the ministry of Nativity.  Parents 
and teachers commit their time and energy every day toward 
creating a nurturing environment in which children can thrive!  
 
We wish our 42 eighth grade students all the best as they journey on 
to new places.  Eighth grade graduation is a time for celebration 
and reflection on the impact faith-based education has made on 
each student, and parents proudly see their child as a Nativity 
Graduate rooted in CHRIST. 

I wish you all a very happy, safe and enjoyable summer. Please be 
sure to take time as a family to talk, play, and pray together. I look 
forward to seeing you all in August.  
 
In Christ’s peace, 
Terri Bianchini, Principal 
 

Volunteers Needed … This Saturday! 
 

Do you have an hour or two this Saturday morning (May 19th) 
between 9:00 & 11:00 to help with weed pulling and trimming 
bushes around our parish campus?  If you and your family can help, 
please bring your gloves and any gardening tools that might be 
helpful in beautifying our grounds.  Join the “Weed Pulling Party” on 
Saturday morning!! 
       Thanks, Fr. Pat 
 

              Making a World of Difference, One Habit at a Time 
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 May 18, 2018 Upcoming Dates 

 
May 18 
 Field Day 
 Penny Wars ends 
 
May 19 
 Weed Pulling Party, 9-11 a.m. 

Volunteers Needed! 
 
May 21 
 8th Grade Class Trip 
 June birthdays out of uniform 
 6th & 7th grade Altar Servers’ ice 

cream party 
 
May 22 
 July birthdays out of uniform 
 
May 23 
 8th Grade Graduation, 6:30 p.m. 
 
May 25 
 Last Day for Students ends at 

3:15 
 
May 30 
 Report cards mailed.  
 
August 8 
 Back to School Evening, 4:30, 

5:00 or 5:30 
 
August 9 – First Day of School  
 
August 17 –  
Parish Festival, No school 
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Highlights of the 2017-18 School Year 

 A Student Lighthouse team was formed.  The Lighthouse Team has played an integral 
part in planning Catholic Schools’ Week, organizing a service project, giving tours and 
eliciting ideas for The Leader In Me Program in their classrooms 

 Students read OVER 111,526,822 words and took over 6,629 Accelerated Reader Tests 
 We focused on our Faith through school-wide Advent and Lenten activities 
 Ninety-nine percent of the Nativity students in grades 1-5 spent 1565 hours and 27 

minutes working 389,783 math problems on IXL Math (web-based math site).  These 
problems covered 11,882 skills!   

 Nativity students checked out 10,466 books from our library and the Shared System of 
IMCPL this year 

 The School Commission worked with a consultant to develop a 5-Year Strategic Plan for 
Nativity Catholic School.  The adopted plan was published and is the cornerstone for 
future decisions. 

 A new mission statement was adopted: 
Nativity Catholic School, a ministry of Nativity Catholic Church, will LEAD through:  

 Love rooted in Christ;  
 Education focused on academic excellence and service to others;  
 Achievement through personal effort & perseverance; and 
 Development of mind, body and spirit.  

 Celebrated National Anthem Day 
 Using their data/leadership binder, students participated in the first annual Student-Led 

Conferences  
 Three Nativity Eighth Graders were awarded the Presidential Scholarship at Roncalli for 

scoring in the top ten (out of 309) on the High School Placement Exam 
 Proudly celebrated Catholic Schools Week and prayed the Living Rosary together. 
 Honored the Veterans from our community with a Veterans’ Day Program 
 Celebrated Respect for Life Week by blessing expectant mothers 
 Twenty-nine second graders celebrated their First Reconciliation and First Communion 
 The Titan Café served 27,140 nutritious lunches (as of May 8, 2018) 
 Twenty-nine students competed in the annual CYO Music Contest in February.  Each 

and every performance garnered a first place superior rating! 
 Students made “A World of Difference” by serving others with 11 service projects – each 

one organized by a grade level or service team. 
 Each student received a birthday blessing in church during their birthday month 
 Knights of Columbus prepared a fresh, delicious breakfast for I-STEP test takers 
 Nativity students participated in the Scripps Spelling Bee, National Geographic’s 

Geography Bee, and Roncalli’s Quest for Excellence. 
 Students shared their God given talents while performing in the Christmas and Spring 

Programs, the Talent Show and the Middle School Musical (Shrek) 
 Nativity teachers provided over 220 hours of no cost tutoring to small groups of students 
 Graduated 42 eighth graders  
 Adopted a new Vision Statement:  

o By inspiring greatness, all children of Nativity Catholic School will realize their worth 
and reach their fullest God given potential 

 Nativity sports teams finished their seasons with several trophies and a reputation of 
being stellar athletes and sportsmen and women.  

o For the first time in Nativity’s history, the Cadet A Boys Basketball Team   won the 
City Championship 
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New Beginnings 

New Faculty and Staff 

 We wish the very best to Ms. Farrar who is leaving Nativity to pursue a teaching position 
in a public school and Mrs. Harding, who will staying home with her new baby. 

o Ms. Megan Smith will be one of our third grade teachers.  Ms. Smith has 18 years 
of experience teaching in Catholic schools (St. Mark and Our Lady of Grace). She 
has experience teaching in first, third and fourth grades.  She is a dedicated, 
enthusiastic, and compassionate teacher who excited to begin teaching at 
Nativity.   

o Ms. Colleen Witte graduated from Purdue University, began her teaching career 
at St. John the Baptist in Fort Wayne, and is currently teaching at Holy Cross 
Central School, Indianapolis.  One of her references stated, “Ms. Colleen Witte is 
not only an excellent instructor, but she is also a tireless advocate for the young 
people in her class.  Families and students enjoy a trusting, professional 
relationship with Ms. Witte that makes communication highly productive and 
frequent.” 

 Mrs. Kurtz, our middle school social studies teacher will be staying home with her young 
children next year and Ms. Burr, Middle School Religion, will be moving out of state to be 
closer to her family. 

o Mr. Stone Robbins has accepted the position of Middle School Social Studies 
teacher.  Mr. Robbins graduated Ball State University with a major in History, a 
minor in Chinese Language and Academic Honors in Writing.  Mr. Robbins 
experiences include teaching at Saint Lawrence Catholic School in Muncie, IN 
and as a missionary for the Fellowship of Catholic University Students at the 
University of North Dakota.   

o Our new Middle School Religion teacher is a part of the ECHO program at Notre 
Dame.  Her name is Tierney Vrdolyak.  Ms. Vrdolyak has been named one of five 
Echo Holy Cross Fellows, a great honor. 

 Mrs. Linda Minton, our REACH teacher, will be retiring from teaching, but is looking 
forward to writing her second book.   

o Mrs. Garza, fourth grade, will be teaching REACH classes as well as our new STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) class.  She will be teaching these 
classes two days per week and spending the remaining days with her young 
daughter. 

o Mrs. Shannon Kitchen has accepted the position as our new fourth grade 
teacher.  Mrs. Kitchen holds a Master Degree in Library Sciences from Florida State 
University and holds a Professional Educator License.  She has served as an 
Instructional Assistance at Sunny Heights Elementary School in Indianapolis. 

 Mrs. Braun has served Nativity as a classroom assistant for over 25 years.  She has 
recently moved to the north side of Indianapolis and will be retiring from Nativity.  Her 
dedication to fostering learning in our youngest of students has been remarkable.  We 
wish her the very best! 

 Ms. Judkins, one of our PK assistants, will be leaving us to pursue a full time position at 
Victory Rolls and Baked Goods in Beech Grove. Please make sure to stop in and say 
hello to her this summer! 
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Other New Beginnings to Note 

 Mr. English will be a sixth grade homeroom teacher (in the current social studies room) 
and Ms. Bischoff will serve as an 8th grade homeroom teacher (in the current math 
room).   

 Students in Grades K-5 will have a STEM (Science Technology Engineering & Math) class 
biweekly.  Mrs. Garza will be our STEM and REACH teacher. 

 

 June and July Birthdays Out of Uniform   

Speaking of beginnings, students who were born in June or July will be allowed to be out of 
uniform one day next week.  Those with June birthdays will be out of uniform on Monday, May 
21st.  Those with July birthdays will be out of uniform on Tuesday, May 22nd.  They received a 
birthday blessing at the all school Mass yesterday.   

Little 500 on Tuesday 

Mrs. Dunn’s 3-year-old Pre-School class will enjoy a day at the races – their own Little 500.  Each 
child “wears” a homemade car and races around a track on the playground.  The whole 
school and interested parents cheer them on.  If you would like to be part of the greatest 
spectacle in Pre-School racing, check into the office and then be ready for the 9:30 a.m. start 
outside on Tuesday, May 22nd.   

Do You Have a Clue? 

The Nativity 8th graders recently finished Agatha Christie’s And Then There Were None in 
Literature class with Mr. Boyle. In honor of the greatest mystery writer of all time, Mr. Boyle 
turned the entire school into one big “Clue” board. The students competed to solve a mystery 
first. Each classroom around the building was a room on the board. Nativity teachers graciously 
agreed to help by asking students a question about the novel when they reached a classroom. 
If the students got the question correct, the teacher gave them a clue toward solving the 
mystery. Everyone had a great time, and Mr. Boyle hopes to make this an annual tradition for 
8th graders.  

More Opportunities to Lend a Hand 

Father Pat has asked our parish family to help this Saturday, May 19th, from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. 
with pulling weeds.  We also encourage people who come every school day for early 
afternoon pickup to get out, enjoy some sunshine, and lend a hand.  We are planning a Parish 
work day for the second Saturday of June with information to follow, but this will be a huge help 
until then.   Thanks for your help!        

          Gordon Welt 
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Report Cards Mailed After All Accounts Are Paid 
 

Just a reminder with the end of school quickly approaching, all accounts must be paid before 
students leave for the summer.  This includes lunch, extended care, library, and tuition.  If you 
are not sure of your balance please call Mrs. Lee in the school office at 317-357-1459 or email 
dlee@nativityindy.org for more details.  We appreciate your timely response in this 
matter.  Remember, all fees must be paid before report cards are released.   

Also, all medications need to be picked up by an adult the last week of school.  

And lastly, please check the Lost and Found table for your child’s belongings.  Anything left 
over the summer will be donated.  

Yearbooks Are Here! 
 
Yearbooks were sent home previously to all who ordered them.  If you did not order one, do 
not fear, we have some available in the office.  The cost is $15 per yearbook.  
 
 
 

 
   

 

Tutoring Opportunities This Summer 

Several Nativity teachers will be tutoring this summer.  If you are interested, please contact 
them.   

Mrs. Giennie Dunn will tutor K-2nd grade students.  Her email address is gdunn@nativityindy.org. 

Mr. Jeff English will tutor 5th-8th grade students.  His email address is  jenglish@nativityindy.org . 

Mrs. Carol Spillman will also offer tutoring services this summer.  Her phone number is #317-459-
2517 and e-mail address is Carolwspillman@sbcglobal.net.   

Mrs. Ann Skirvin will be tutoring as well, but her schedule is full at this time.  

 

Knights Of Columbus Scholarship Winners 
  

Congratulations to Ainsley Newett and Lili Wisler who won the  
K of C  Scholarships by writing the winning essays!   
 
We are grateful to the Knights of Columbus Nativity council for 
offering the scholarships.  Congratulations Ainsley and Lili! 



 

 Page 6 

    Penny Wars Ends Today    

The 8th grade-sponsored Penny Wars ends today.  The money they raise will be split between 
Catholic Relief Services and the 8th grade class trip.  Thanks to all who have contributed!  The  
winning grade will be announced next week.  

Spring Concert Was A Smashing Success 
 

Many thanks to Mrs. Margie Hamm and our terrific, talented Nativity students who presented a 
beautiful concert yesterday afternoon and evening.  We hope to have some photos in next 
week’s Newscast.  

ILEARN Website Updated! 

The ILEARN website has been updated to assist families in understanding the components of 
Indiana’s new assessment. 

https://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/ilearn?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&
utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term= 

 
Titans Reach Track Finals 

 
Congratulations to the following Nativity Titan athletes who qualified for and ran in the City 
Track Finals!  We are proud of you! 

Agresta, Elly - 50m - 2nd  Lindsey, Claire - 50m - 2nd  Young, Carlie - 200m - 7th 
Lindsey, Claire - 200m - 7th  Agresta, Elly - 800m - 12th  Beard, Alex - 100m - 9th 
Ianni, Livia - 100m - 6th  Koch, Evan - 100m Hurdles - 9th 

 
3/4 White Kickball Team Played in City Championship! 

 
Nativity’s 3/4 White Kickball Team was undefeated in their regular season!  The team played in 
a close game in the City Championship on Tuesday at Little Flower.  They would like to thank 
the super Titan fans who came out to cheer them on.  Their runner-up trophy is displayed in the 
entry.   Congratulations girls and Coach Sara Mockaitis!  We are proud of you! 

 
Titan Archers To Compete in World Contest 

 
Congratulations to our Nativity Titan Archers for doing very well at the National contest and 
qualifying for the World Tournament!  Our Titan Archers will be shooting on June 8th in the world 
competition in Louisville.  Way to go Titan Archers! 
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Interested in Riding the Franklin Township Bus Next Year?    
 
If you are a resident of Franklin Township and interested in bus service for your child to and/or 
from Nativity, please read the attached registration form.  Note the FT bus picks up all of the 
neighborhood children and takes them to Franklin Central High School.  Then our Nativity 
students walk over to the bus that will bring them to Nativity.  It arrives here about 8 a.m.  
Approximately 30 minutes before our school day ends, the FT bus arrives at Nativity to take our 
students to FCHS where they will board their neighborhood bus to take them home.  Franklin 
Township residents’ property taxes pay for the bus service.  Please let Mrs. Lamott know if you 
are interested in using the Franklin Township bus next year.   

  

 
If you know of any friends, family, neighbors, or acquaintances who are interested in a great 
education for their child, please tell them about Nativity Catholic School.  We would be happy 
to answer any questions and give them a tour of our Leader in Me school.  We have a few 
openings in PK 4-year-old afternoon class and K-7.  Our number is 317-357-1459.  Thank you for 
spreading the word! 

 
St. Roch Mayfest 

Looking for some fun this month?  You will find it at Saint Roch’s Mayfest on Thursday May 17th 
from 5 to 10 p.m., Friday, May 18th, from 5 to11 p.m. or Saturday, May 19th, from 3 to 11 p.m. The 
Mayfest features Food, Entertainment, Games, Rides, Beer Garden, and Monte Carlo.  New this 
year they are offering a “Buy a 3 Day Buffet Pass” on Thursday for $15.00.   

 

 

The Leader In Me Thought for the Week: 
 

How different our lives are when we really know what is deeply 
important to us, and keeping that picture in mind, we manage 
ourselves each day to be and to do what really matters most. 
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Roncalli Boys Cross Country Info 

 
The Roncalli Boys Cross Country team is seeking incoming freshman who are interested in 
joining our team this summer.  If that is you, please contact head coach Jeff Buckley at  
boysxc@roncalli.org or call or text to 317-506-1821 for information.  All are welcome, no 
experience necessary. 
The Roncalli Summer Cross Country Camp is open to all boys and girls, grades 3-9.  The camp 
will take place from June 4-9 at 6:30 p.m.  Go to https://www.roncalli.org/AthleticCamps for 
more information and to register. 

 

Please patronize our 2017-18 Walk-a-Thon Sponsors: 
Gold Sponsors:  Alpha Systems, Beck Service Center, Hightower Graphics, Inter-State Studio, 
Roncalli High School 

Silver Sponsors:  Braun’s Fun Time Campers, Dexter Photography, Peterman Heating, Cooling, 
and Plumbing, Inc. 

Bronze Sponsors:  Allegra Printing, Jockish Flowers, Mascari Cleaners, Daming Excavating, 
Flashbacks Family Bar & Grill, James Babcock, Inc., CYO Athletics, Kridan Business Equipment, 
Knights of Columbus Council #13105, Hartman Janitorial Supply, Cox, Beckman, Goss & Co., 
Nativity Girl Scouts, Nativity PFO   
 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.  

 

Nativity Catholic School Mission Statement 
 

Nativity Catholic School, a ministry of Nativity Catholic Church, will LEAD through: 
 Love rooted in Christ; 
 Education focused on academic excellence and service to others; 
 Achievement through personal effort and perseverance; and  
 Development of mind, body and spirit. 
 

Vision 
By inspiring greatness, all children of Nativity Catholic School will realize their worth 

and reach their fullest God given potential. 
 


