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December 1, 2017  

Upcoming Dates 

          
 
December 1   First Friday 
 Spirit Wear Day 
 Canned Pumpkin Collection Ends 
 
December 3    Advent Begins 
 Eucharistic Adoration, 1-4 p.m. 
 Advent Evening Prayer, 6 p.m. 
 
December 7 
 Colonial Wax Museum, 8:45-9:30 
 Geography Bee, 1:30 

 
December 8   Immaculate Conception 
 Holy Day Mass at 8:30, all welcome 

 
December 11 
 First Reconciliation, 6:30, Church 
 Parish Reconciliation Service 
 
December 13, 14, 15 
 Kids Holiday Shop 
 
December 21 
 Christmas Program, 1:30 & 6:30 
 
December 22  Last day before break 
 
January 8   Classes Resume 
 
January 11 
 Report Cards Issued 
 
January 12 
 Spirit Wear Day 
 
January 15  ML King Day                               
 No school/Snow Make-Up Day 
 

Nativity Catholic School 

3310 S. Meadow Drive 

Indianapolis, IN  46239 

Telephone: 317-357-1459 

plamott@nativityindy.org 

 

 

Open the Gifts of Advent 
 

It is hard to compete with the breathless excitement of 

Christmas, but Advent has a beauty all its own.  When families 

step out of the busy pace of life during Advent, the Christmas 

celebration at the end becomes all the more heartfelt.   
 

Create rituals.  Life is to be different during Advent – quitter, 

more reflective – and rituals can help.  Light a candle every day 

in an Advent wreath.  Gather to read some of the Nativity story 

(Luke 1:5-2:40), drawing it out until Christmas.  For an hour each 

night, turn off the lights in your home and work by candle light.   
 

Make small sacrifices.  The holidays can herald a season of 

excess.  Instead, create a “Sacrifice Stocking” for Jesus.  

Encourage each child to make small sacrifices – foregoing 

dessert, performing an unasked chore, befriending a lonely 

classmate.  Write each sacrifice on a slip of paper and place it 

in a Christmas stocking during the four weeks of Advent.  On 

Christmas morning, read each “gift” in the stocking offered to 

the Babe as the first gifts of Christmas.   
 

Let music make the mood.  The right music can help create a 

quiet mood during the season.  Pick a time each day to play 

only spiritual and religious carols.  Choose songs that tell of 

God’s love for us.  Or, make up new words to your old favorites.   

 

Celebrate Next Friday 
       

       December 8th is the day we celebrate the  

       Immaculate Conception of the                 

       Blessed Virgin Mary.  On this Holy Day of  

       Obligation, we commemorate that Mary was 

       conceived in Saint Anne’s womb without original 

       sin.  In addition to attending Mass, praying a joyful 

       rosary is a wonderful way to celebrate.   
Partners In Faith, December 2017 
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Logo Orders Delayed 
 

Unfortunately, the uniform logo order has been delayed for a week due to back orders.  We 

expect to have all items by next Friday, December 8th.  We are sorry for the inconvenience. 
 

Colonial Wax Museum Next Thursday 
 

It’s almost time for the 5th grade Colonial Wax Museum!! You are invited to join us on Thursday, 

December 7th from 8:45-9:30 a.m. in the gym. (We do not have Mass during this time)  The 5th 

graders will be performing in the Colonial Wax Museum. Each student will be dressed in 

costume and have a 30-60 second speech prepared. Please feel free to visit some of our great 

presentations. The kids love having an audience!!  Thank you for your support! Katie Jones and 

the 5th graders 

       Recognize Anything?  

        Do any of these items belong to your  

        family?  They are on the Lost and Found  

        table.  Please be sure to mark your  

        child’s belongings with their name.  

        Anything left on the table during   

        Christmas Break will be donated to Saint 

        Vincent DePaul.     

            

    3rd Quarter Club Registration 
Third quarter clubs will begin as soon as we return from Christmas Break.  The list of clubs and 

the registration form are attached.   Registrations are due Thursday, December 14th.   

Accelerated Reader News 
 

Congratulations to Elizabeth Hoagland for reading over 3 million words with Accelerated 

Reader.  Also, congratulations to Miss Burr and Mrs. Boyle for being Reader Leaders by reading 

over 1 million words.  Everyone who has read over 1 million words is invited to the next 

Millionaire Breakfast on Monday, December 4th.   

Congratulations to Owen Silcox in 1st grade for reading over 50,000 words and Matthew 

Stevens in 2nd grade for reading over 100,000 words!  They both enjoyed lunch with Ms. 

Bianchini today.   

If your child would like to take quizzes for Accelerated Reader, please visit 

https://hosted278.renlearn.com/117570/.  If your child needs assistance with logging on to AR, 

please contact Mrs. Jill Geisendorff at jgeisendorff@nativityindy.org.  Thank you for 

encouraging your children to read! 

 

  

       

https://hosted278.renlearn.com/117570/
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Information for Nativity Students in the Christmas Concert 

Here are all the details you need for the students participating in the Christmas Concerts in 

December: 

The Christmas Concerts are on Thursday, December 21st.  We will do TWO performances:  1:30 

PM and then again at 6:30 PM.  It is very important that all participating students are present for 

both performances because that is how we have rehearsed – and the students need everyone 

present so we can do our best!  Our audiences deserve to see the best performances no 

matter which concert they attend! 

The classes and ensembles included in this concert are:  the First Grade, the Third Grade, the 

Fifth Grade, the Beginning and Advanced Bands, the Recorder Choir and the 4th & 5th Grade 

Choir.  (Our spring concert will feature students in Kindergarten, Second and Fourth Grades as 

well as the Middle School Choir.) 

Our first concert takes place during the school day.  Students should wear their concert 

clothing to school on that day.  For the evening performance, students should report to their 

classrooms by 6:10 PM so the teachers can get them organized and then down to the gym to 

start the program on time. 

The girls should wear Christmas dresses in red, green, and white, or other dressy outfits that 

would be appropriate for a wedding or concert.  (I understand this year’s colors feature lots of 

gold and silver which is fine as well.)  They can also wear a Christmas sweater or top with a skirt.  

If they wear a dress or top with spaghetti straps, please wear a little sweater over the top.  Most 

of the students are doing movement so they should be able to dance in their shoes (be careful 

of high heels).  If the shoes are slick, put duct tape or masking tape on the soles.   

Boys should wear dress shirts with a Christmas tie, or a sweater appropriate for the season.  They 

could also wear red, green, or white turtlenecks along with nice slacks.  I would prefer dress 

shoes, but if all they have is athletic shoes, that is fine.  No one should wear any fleece or jeans. 

All of our students should dress up for this special presentation.  I certainly do not expect 

families to purchase clothes for this concert, but please try to look your best for Christmas! 

The students have been working very hard for this concert!  I hope that you and your whole 

family can join us as we greet the season with a musical salute! 

One final word, schedule conflicts for athletic practices and other repeat events should not 

take precedence over the school’s official concerts.  We want to make sure that both 

performances are awesome – and are presented as planned! (Especially for all those family 

members who can only come in the evening!) 

Thank you for all you do to support your students in their musical education.  Let’s come 

together as our Nativity family to celebrate the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ!  Merry Christmas!  

See you and yours on the 21st!!! 
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IXL News 

Congratulations to the following classes in grades 1-5 for earning the most medals (earned by 

mastering a skill) on IXL Math.  Mrs. Skirvin (1st grade), Mrs. Peek (2nd grade), Mrs. Harding (3rd 

grade), Mrs. Garza (4th grade), and Mrs. Jones’ (5th grade) classes will enjoy an apple snack 

donated by Piazza Produce.  

Students may log onto IXL Math at home for addition math practice. If you need help with your 

child’s username and password, please contact Jill Geisendorff jgeisendorff@nativityindy.org. 

              Archery Meet at Nativity Tomorrow 
 

Well over 200 archers from around the state will gather for a competition at Nativity tomorrow.  

The Nativity Archery team will host the meet on Saturday, December 2nd.  You are invited to 

come and support your favorite team and welcome our guests.  Admission is $5 per person.  

The concession stand will be open.   

 

Poinsettia Memorials 

Remember a loved one who has died with a beautiful poinsettia in church at Christmas 

time.  You may send names to the Parish office, either by mail or through the Sunday collection, 

along with $10 per plant.  A memorial list will be posted at the doors of church on 

Christmas.  Contact Theresa in the Parish office with questions by calling 317-357-1200 or 

emailing tmarlin@nativityindy.org.     

Christmas Shopping for Students 
 

The PFO is sponsoring Kids’ Korner Gift Shoppes at Nativity on Wednesday, December 13th 

through Friday, December 15th.  Gift items start at less than $1, with most in the $1 to $5 range.  

Perhaps your children can use this time to do some extra chores and earn some money to buy 

gifts.  If you would be able to volunteer with the shop, please contact Molly Perry at 

Mollyrush@sbcglobal.net or Kathleen Nill at Kathleen.Nill@imglobal.com.    

 

Donate While You Shop 
 

Here’s an idea to consider – shop this holiday at http://smile.amazon.com/ch/35-0893498 and 

Amazon will donate a portion to Nativity.  Nativity received $48.42 as a donation from the 

AmazonSmile Foundation as a result of AmazonSmile program activity between July 1 and 

September 30, 2017.  Thank you!  

 

 

https://www.ixl.com/signin/ncs
mailto:jgeisendorff@nativityindy.org
mailto:tmarlin@nativityindy.org
mailto:Mollyrush@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Kathleen.Nill@imglobal.com
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=CJ6WGK309FT2&K=2DPL8Z1SOL5KS&M=urn:rtn:msg:2017111615101218acdaa5cfab402ab65e3ff64ee0p0na&R=OS5VE4N49K1B&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F35-0893498%3Fref_%3Dpe_732550_260497440&H=B886PAZ5PEFXYZJW44SACHO3WZMA&ref_=pe_732550_260497440
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Attachments   

December Menu  3rd Quarter Club Info and Registration   

 

Please patronize our 2017-18 Walk-a-Thon Sponsors: 

Gold Sponsors:  Alpha Systems, Beck Service Center, Hightower Graphics, Inter-State Studio, 

Roncalli High School 

Silver Sponsors:  Braun’s Fun Time Campers, Dexter Photography, Peterman Heating, Cooling, 

and Plumbing, Inc. 

Bronze Sponsors:  Allegra Printing, Jockish Flowers, Mascari Cleaners, Daming Excavating, 

Flashbacks Family Bar & Grill, James Babcock, Inc., CYO Athletics, Kridan Business Equipment, 

Knights of Columbus Council #13105, Hartman Janitorial Supply, Cox, Beckman, Goss & Co., 

Nativity Girl Scouts, Nativity PFO   

 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.  

 

Advent Begins Sunday 

Happy Advent! 

Nativity Catholic School Mission Statement 

 

Nativity Catholic School, a ministry of Nativity Catholic Church, will LEAD through: 

 Love rooted in Christ; 

 Education focused on academic excellence and service to others; 

 Achievement through personal effort and perseverance; and  

 Development of mind, body and spirit. 

 

Vision 

By inspiring greatness, all children of Nativity Catholic School will realize their worth 

and reach their fullest God given potential. 

 


